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We hope you are all safe and well.
 

Here’s our latest update on developments in
Israel, regarding both Coronavirus and progress

toward the formation of a new governing
coalition in the Knesset.

CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) UPDATES:
 

There are now 6,360 confirmed cases of Coronavirus in Israel. 33 Israelis have
sadly died from Coronavirus. 107 are in a serious condition.
Prime Minister Netanyahu tested negative after temporarily going into quarantine
because one of his advisors has tested positive for Coronavirus.
Unfortunately the PM has now had to go back into self-quarantine because Israel’s
health minister, Yaakov Litzman has tested positive for coronavirus. The head of the
Mossad Yossi Cohen has also reportedly placed himself in isolation as he sat next
to Litzman in a recent meeting.
The latest announcement by Prime Minister Netanyahu is that everyone is required
to wear masks when they go out in public in order to reduce the risk of infection.
Due to the shortage of masks, people should improvise with a scarf or cloth to cover
their nose and mouth. 
Netanyahu also said there would be specific travel restrictions in and out of the
ultra-Orthodox city of Bnei Brak due to the particularly high rate of infection there.
People in Bnei Brak who are ill will be moved out of their homes and into hotels. 
Netanyahu announced that families will receive a one-off payment of NIS 500 per
child (around £111), up to the fourth child, ahead of the upcoming Passover
holiday. The elderly will also receive the same payment.
On Tuesday, the Government announced new restrictions on personal movement
to contain the outbreak. Israelis will be permitted to leave home either individually or
in small groups from the immediate family for brief outings no further than 100m
from home. No groups are permitted to gather in public, including for purposes of
worship or wedding celebrations. Funerals are to be held only in open spaces and
can be attended by no more than 20 people. Circumcisions can be attended by no
more than ten people. Delivery services will continue to operate. The government
also approved new restrictions on commercial activity. No more than ten people or
15% of the workforce are permitted to be present at each workplace. 
Israel’s Health Ministry has instructed hospitals to reduce their usual activity to 20%
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within three weeks and to reserve all other beds for coronavirus patients.
The impact of the Coronavirus lockdown on the economy has seen Israel’s
unemployment rate jump from 3.35% in February to 24.4% in March.
The economic aid package is to be expanded to NIS 80 billion (£18.2bn), NIS 11
billion will be allocated to healthcare, NIS 40 billion to the commercial sector, NIS 20
billion to expand the social safety net and to provide relief for households; and NIS
8 billion for an economic stimulus plan.
There are 143 cases of Coronavirus in the Palestinian Authority controlled areas of
the West Bank. The PA reported its first death from Coronavirus last week.
There are 12 cases in Hamas-controlled Gaza.
Iran reports 3,160 deaths from Coronavirus. Many Iranians and some officials have
said the official figures are false. The National Council of Resistance of Iran (NCRI),
who says is getting its reports from internal sources and medical staff, believe that
there have been over 13,000 deaths in 231 cities.
Israel Hayom reports that Israeli officials are worried that Iran might try to exploit the
coronavirus to secretly advance its nuclear programme, as International Atomic
Energy Agency officials have almost stopped their supervisory work in Iran’s
nuclear facilities.
Egypt reports 779 cases and 52 deaths, Jordan 278 cases and 5 deaths, and
Lebanon 494 cases and 16 deaths.
Syria has recorded its first death from COVID-19.The UN humanitarian chief has
warned that the confirmed cases in Syria are just “the tip of the iceberg”.

EXCLUSIVE Short "AFL 1on1
Podcast" ft. MINISTER YARIV
LEVIN (10mins)

Putting Israeli Sovereignty over parts of
Judea and Samaria is..."a historical

opportunity that we won't miss!"

Minister Yariv Levin on today's "AFL 1on1"

Minister Yariv Levin has always been a close
friend of American Friends of Likud and joins
me today on "AFL 1on1". Minister Levin
serves as the lead negotiator in the current
coalition negotiations and provide us with
exclusive insight into the issues that remain
with Blue & White before a final deal can be
made and a governing coalition can finally be
established.

Click HERE to listen to our 10min "AFL 1on1"
conversation

ISRAELI POLITICS: COALITION NEGOTIATIONS

Possible Government Formation
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UPDATES:
Negotiations to form a national emergency government between the Likud and Blue
and White parties have reportedly stalled due to disagreements over key ministerial
posts and future plans to apply Israeli sovereignty to communities in the West Bank.
According to reports, the two sides disagree over who will be appointed to the posts
of Justice Minister, Knesset speaker, Police Commissioner and introducing a new
judicial appointment process. In addition, right wing politicians are demanding that
the unity government commit to apply Israeli sovereignty to communities in the West
Bank and the Jordan Valley.
Channel 13 and Haaretz reported yesterday that a draft coalition agreement
includes the creation of a separate official residence for the deputy prime minister.
Netanyahu and Blue and White leader Benny Gantz are supposed to rotate the
premiership for 18 months each, with the other taking up the deputy post. 
A final coalition deal has also been delayed due to the wider question of the
allocation of ministerial portfolios. A key condition for Gantz was that ministries
would be divided equally between Blue and White and Netanyahu’s right-wing bloc
of parties – with the future government likely to have more than 30 ministers, a
record.
With negotiations ongoing, Gantz associates told Ynet yesterday that: “We want to
form an emergency government, but we won’t enter government at any price.”
A coalition agreement may reportedly be concluded by Monday 6 April, although if
that deadline isn’t met then a new government may only be formed after the
Passover holiday on 16 April.
Gantz said last week stated that it was vital for Israel that an emergency
government be formed in order to tackle the unprecedented pandemic and heal
divisions within Israeli society. With talks now dragging on it is clear that less urgent,
but more politically sensitive, issues are taking centre stage.
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REGISTER NOW

AFL Leadership
Mission to Israel
June 7-10, 2020

GET BEYOND THE HEADLINES

Join us for the opportunity to directly interact with 
Israel's leadership, top security officials, 

and policy & opinion makers
SPACE IS LIMITED

To register and for more info click here www.aflikud.org
or contact us - 212-308-5595 adam@aflikud.org

Click to contribute now to help AFL fulfill its mission.
Even a small contribution helps!

AFL NEEDS YOUR HELP 

       
Please take a moment right now to make your 

tax-deductible contribution to AFL 
CLICK HERE

 
"There is no better place for Zionist education directly from Israel's leaders than AFL." 

  
Please contribute and become an AFL member today - www.aflikud.org

  
AFL is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit American Zionist educational organization. Donations are tax-

deductible and are used solely to fund AFL's educational programs and events. 
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